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I hereby certify that this paper and the 
documents referred to as enclosed 
herewith are being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as First 
Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, DC 20231: 

Dated: May 16, 2001 
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Thomas A. Cawley, Jr., P. 
Reg. No.: 40,994 
Attorney for Applicants 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
AND ACCOMPANYING FORM PTO 1449 

Commissioner for Patents 
BOX PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Sir: 

In compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 and the continuing duty of disclosure under 
37 C.F.R. §1.56, the applicants call to the attention of the examiner the enclosed 
publications, as listed on the attached Form PTO- 1449, which may be considered 
material to the examination of the above-identified patent application. Documents Bl- 
B2, C3-C4, C6-C8, CI 9 and C21 were cited in an International Search Report by the 
Japanese Patent Office in international application No. PCT/JP99/03682. 

This information disclosure statement is not intended to be an admission that a 
search has been made, that other relevant art does not exist, or that any of the information 
disclosed herein constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. §102 or 35 U.S.C. §103. 
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This information disclosure statement is submitted before receipt of a first official 
action on the merits and consequently should be considered by the Patent Office without 
payment of a fee [see 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)] . However, should the Patent Office determine 
that a fee is due for consideration of this information disclosure statement and 
accompanying publications, the Patent Office is hereby authorized to charge said fee to 
Deposit Account No. 13-2855. 



Respectfially submitted. 
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